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by Dirk Gillabel

    This Tantra Tarot is an attempt to get you interested in the spiritual concepts the
tantra  tradition.  I  have taken the word ‘tantra’  is  in widest possible context,  as  all
spiritual  traditions have the same common goal:  the path to enlightenment,  or  the
discovery of the True Self. I have kept the explanation of the cards to a minimum in
order  to  avoid  an  intellectual  interpretation.  The  images  are  meant  for  your
contemplation, to evoke an energetic response in your being, and hopefully a further
study in this interesting subject. 

What is Tantra?

     Tantra is one of the most important Indian traditions, representing the practical
aspect of the Vedic tradition. The religious attitude of the tantriks is fundamentally the
same as that of the Vedic followers. It is believed that the tantra tradition is a part of
the main Vedic tree. The more vigorous aspects of Vedic religion were continued and
developed in  the  tantras.  Generally  tantriks  worship  either  Goddess  Shakti  or  Lord
Shiva. The word "tantra" is derived from the combination of two words "tattva" and
"mantra". "Tattva" means the science of cosmic principles, while "mantra" refers to the
science of mystic sound and vibrations. Tantra therefore is the application of cosmic
sciences with a view to attain spiritual ascendancy. Tantra itself means "to weave, to
expand, and to spread", and according to tantrik masters, the fabric of life can provide
true and ever-lasting fulfillment only when all the threads are woven according to the
pattern designated by nature. When we are born, life naturally forms itself around that
pattern. But as we grow, our ignorance, desire, attachment, fear, and false images of
others  and  ourselves  tangle  and  tear  the  threads,  disfiguring  the  fabric.  Tantra
"sadhana" or practice reweaves the fabric, and restores the original pattern. This path is
systematic and comprehensive. The profound science and practices pertaining to hatha
yoga,  pranayama,  mudras,  rituals,  kundalini  yoga,  nada  yoga,  mantra,  mandala,
visualization  of  dieties,  alchemy,  ayurveda,  astrology,  and  hundreds  of  esoteric
practices for generating worldly and spiritual prosperity blend perfectly in the tantrik
disciplines.

1. The Egg of Brahma

     In the Vedic literatures such as the Brahmanda Purana, the universe is called the
brahma-anda or “egg of Brahma.” The universe is egg-shaped or nearly globular; and is
formed of successive layers of the eight elements of material energy in order of density;
viz.  earth,  water,  fire,  air,  ether,  mind and false ego.  There  are  a vast number of
universes within this material world, each of which is predominated by its own Lord
Brahma. Each brahmanda contains an uncountable number of conditioned souls lost in
the cycle of samsara, each of whom is in need of  ultimate liberation. Some of these
universes  are  much larger  than ours,  universes  where  the  chief  of  the  demi-gods,
Brahma, has hundreds or even thousands of heads. Our universe is a smaller one, a
“village” amongst the larger brahmandas, and that is why our Lord Brahma has only



four heads. The life of each universe is one hundred years of Brahma, or billions and
billions of earthly years by our measurement. Our Brahma is now about fifty years old,
meaning that half his lifespan- and the lifespan of the universe-has passed.

1. Shiva

     Shiva and Shakti are the basics of the entire Tantra philosophy. In essence Shiva
and Shakti are undifferentiated unity. They can never be separated; one cannot exist
without the other. We look at them as being two separated concepts, but that is due to
the limitations of our understanding, and our language. We have to invent names and
concepts in order to have some understanding of what lies beyond our understanding.  
     When we look at  Shiva as  a ‘separate’  entity,  then he symbolizes  our  divine
consciousness that is always at rest and observing.
     Shiva is usually worshiped in the form of Shiva linga. symbolic representation of self.

2. Shakti

     Shakti is the form of consciousness, the observed, active energy. Shakti is also
called a vritti (=a thought wave) of Shiva that by itself does not have any characteristic.
She is the force or empowerment, is the primordial cosmic energy and represents the
dynamic forces that move through the entire universe.

3. Devi Prakriti Shakti

     Prakrti or Prakriti is the basic nature of intelligence by which the Universe exists and
functions. Prakriti also means nature.  Towards the creation of the form, the Shakti is
said to transform itself  as  matter  or  Prakriti,  so as  to  supply to  itself  the material
necessary. The Prakriti or Matter that thus originates is deemed to be endowed with the
three qualities (gunas) naturally.

4. Ruler of the Oneself

     With practices one ultimately gains mastery over oneself. With patience and time
one learns the how the human being functions, where the imbalances are and how to
rectify them. Body, emotions and thoughts have to be understood properly in order to
master these energies. 

5. The Cosmic Guide

     It helps to have spiritual guidance, especially in the beginning of the path. Seeking a
guide can help you along a little bit faster. The right guide will only provide you with
information,  knowledge,  and  wisdom;  and  facilitate  you  with  certain  practices.  He
knows that you have to do everything yourself,  he will  never ask you to subjugate
yourself to him or his rules. This also applies to guides who appear in spirit. 



6. The Lovers

     Although in the West tantra is almost exclusively associated with sexual practices,
sexual practices are actually a very small part of the tantric world. Tantra is primarily a
world  view,  with  spiritual  practices.  The  main  emphasis  of  the  Tantra  is  the
development of dormant higher senses using special meditations and rituals. But tantra
does know the importance of sexual energy.
      Sexual energy happens to be one of the strongest forms of physical energy; simply
said, it is built-in by nature to ensure the survival of the species. Also these sexual
energies need to be completely controlled and transformed. What is usually overlooked
is that sexual practices in tantra should be free from the ordinary desires and lust, and
Buddhist  teachings  stresses  that  only  very  advanced  practitioners  should  try  these
practices after permission from their teachers.  Simply said, it has very little to do with
ordinary sex.
     The  svadhisthana  chakra  (the  second  or  sex  chakra)  contains  the  so-called
Paramlingam which is said to be invisible. It is not really invisible, but it indicates that
this chakra has a tremendous potential that, when used properly, can lead directly to
enlightenment. But its energy is so powerful that it can easily lead to disaster to those
who are not properly trained and ready.
     The Lovers, and the images of sexual postures on Eastern temple walls, are a
symbolic  representation of the union of  Shakti and Shiva, or your dynamic, active
consciousness  with  your  centered,  passive  consciousness,  or  your  divine  cosmic
expression in this material world with your divine, uncreated essence.

7. Surya’s Chariot

     The chariot is a symbol for the physical body, the horses are instincts and emotions
that need to be controlled. Surya is the sun god in general. As the sun he is also the
symbol for the spiritual sun in each of us, the eternal divine being.

8. Durga

      Durga symbolizes the power of the Supreme Being that maintains moral order and
justice  in  the  universe.  The  Sanskrit  word  Durga  means  a  fort  or  a  place  that  is
protected and thus difficult to reach. Durga, also called Divine Mother, protects mankind
from evil and misery by destroying evil forces such as selfishness, jealousy, prejudice,
hatred, anger, and ego.

9. The Hermit

     At times, there is a need for seclusion. The social world of humans can be very
distracting. A temporary withdrawal can be beneficial for spiritual practices.  



10. Chakra

      Tantric history says that the word chakra is used to mean several different things in
the Sanskrit sources. It means "circle" and it is used in a variety of senses, symbolizing
endless rotation of Shakti. It can also mean a circle of people performing. The term
chakra also is used to denote yantras or mystic diagrams. Then we the well-known
meaning  of  the  bodily  chakras,  which  are  considered  to  be  subtle,  or  bioenergetic
centers connected to nerve ganglia.
     A chakra is basically an energy structure in the form of circle, disk, or vortex, that
pulls in energy from its environment, transform it and then releases the transformed
energy. 

11. Strength

      It is important to keep the body strong, but it has be integrated with soul and spirit
too. All three work together and have to be in balance. In yoga, asana (body posture) is
intended for purifying and strengthening the body. Asanas are special exercises which
have specific effects on the endocrine glands, joints, muscles, ligaments and nerves.

12. The Inner World

      Tantra has many aspects and practices, but in essence it looks for transforming the
inner world. Therefore, the practitioner looks away from the mundane world, and starts
exploring his inner world. 

13. Transformation

   Tantra is very much about transformation of oneself. The skull he is holding is a
symbol  thereof.  In  the  background we have the goddess  Kali. The Goddess  Kali  is
almost always described as having a terrible,  frightening appearance. She is always
black or  dark,  is  usually  naked,  and has long disheveled hair.  She is  adorned with
several arms as a girdle, freshly cut heads as a necklace, children's corpses as earrings,
and serpents as bracelets. She has long, sharp fangs, is often depicted as having claw-
like hands with long nails, and is often said to have blood smeared on Her lips. Her
favorite haunts heighten Her fearsome nature. She is usually shown on the battlefield,
where She is a furious combatant who gets drunk on the hot blood of Her victims, or in
a cremation ground, where She sits on a corpse surrounded by jackals and goblins.
     Kali's black complexion symbolizes her all-embracing and transcendental nature. Her
nudity is primeval, fundamental, and transparent like Nature . Kali  is free from the
illusory covering, for she is beyond the all maya or "false consciousness." Kali's garland
of fifty human heads that stands for the fifty letters in the Sanskrit alphabet, symbolizes
infinite knowledge. 



14. Temperance

     Having become aware of both inner and outer worlds, of the material and spiritual
worlds, and the play of energies in them, it is necessary to develop a well established
balance between them, in one's daily life and meditation practices. 

15. The World of Illusion

     The one is reality. Multiplicity is illusion. This illusion of multiplicity is created by the
veiling power of  the one (the Supreme Consciousness).  This veiling power is  called
Maya Shakti, or maya. This veiling power creates the illusion of me and mine, or thee
and thine, which creates ignorance in the individual consciousness. Those who realize
this ignorance call it avidya (a = no; vidya = knowledge: thus ignorance or absence of
knowledge). So maya is also called avidya by yogis. This ignorance comes to individual
consciousness through the mind.

16.Kundalini Strikes

When Kundalini, which is our inner divine awareness awakens, it rises up through the
the energy channels of the spine and through the chakras. Any impurities it encounters
it will act upon in order to purify them. This can be experienced as very unpleasant. 

17. The Star

     The mystics of all traditions describe the emergence of  brilliant light that can take
place in the final stages of meditation. It will be so intense that you might even open
your eyes thinking that the light came from outside. It can be a white light, some see it
as of a blue color. It is a sign that the head chakras are being activated.

18. The Moon

     Actually it is the moon eclipsing the sun. Or the experience that matter, the body,
maya is eclipsing the light of our inner Sun, our Divine Essence. At a certain point when
the Light breaks through, the Moon moves away, and the Light of the Sun emerges.

19. The Inner Sun

     Enlightenment is simply remembering who you really are, the realization of your
high Self. When one has transcended all the veils of illusions, one reaches the state of
pure being, which is like a radiant sun. It is pure Light, which is a metaphor for pure
awareness. It is our very essence beyond anything created.

20. Liberation

     One can be enlightened, that is, having attained the state of permanent pure
awareness, but one will still be bonded to the created, substantial worlds. Only when
the divine power descends into and transforms the mental, astral and physical bodies



will one be liberated from the created worlds. Such a person can still manifest himself in
these worlds, but he is subject to the laws of these worlds. 

21. Union

     The  liberated  being  has  achieved  a  complete  union  of  Shiva  and  Shakti,  the
unmoving centered awareness and the  dynamic, energetic awareness. Both are now
indistinguishable  for  him.  He  is  in   unconditioned  consciousness,  eternal  and
unchangeable, all-being, all penetrating, in rest, for as far as we can describe this in
human language. It is a state that has always been there, in every living being.


