
The Medicator Tarot

by Dirk Gillabel

Introduction

     The Medicator deck was conceived in the late nineteen eighties, the result of
many years of study in esoteric subjects. Beginning when I was sixteen I studied
everything  alternative:  parapsychology,  psychology,  alchemy,  tarot,  hermetic
philosophy, gnosticism and so on. At a certain point I felt the need to express my
esoteric knowledge in the form of a tarot deck. I wanted to make a deck that
would express ideas that lie at the core of each card. I saw the traditional images
of the cards as masks of archetypes hidden deep in the subconscious of man. For
each card I isolated myself and meditated upon the card to penetrate the veil of
the traditional representation. Focusing on the essence of each card and basing
myself on knowledge that I had acquired over the years, a natural underlying flow
of  energy  revealed  itself  through  the  major  arcana.  Primarily  based  on  the
meaning of numbers, but also on the archetypal content of the cards, a picture of
the genesis of mankind emerged.  It reveals the manifestation of man from the
original divine source, involution into the material worlds, and ascent back to the
source.
     The basic structure of the Medicator Tarot is based upon the cosmic genesis of
man. The Fool, as zero, stands apart because he represent man before he left the
divine realm. From one to nine, man enters the cosmic realms descending from
the  most  subtle  to  the  most  crystallized  levels  of  existence.  This  is  called
involution, as he becomes more and more involved with the created worlds. From
ten to eighteen man starts his ascent from the physical world back to the divine
realm, that which is called evolution. At nineteen, he stands once again outside
the cycle of human experience. Now he has entered the divine light again but has
gained valuable experience of the human involution and evolution. The next two
cards, twenty and twenty-one are different aspects of card nineteen. The shape of
the zero of The Fool encircles the entire human experience, but at the same time
is beyond it. With involution and evolution we have two half circles of nine cards,
nine being for a long time a sacred number. Many cultures in regard  nine to be
the number of worlds in the cosmos (also the levels of consciousness) that man
came through and has to go through again. The three card after eighteen form a
spiritual Trinity with many interpretations. In total it all adds up to twenty-one
cards (which is  three times seven) plus the Fool,  making it  twenty-two cards;
twenty-two being a second master number (eleven is the first one).
     On the surface the Medicator Tarot looks totally different from a traditional
major  arcana.  However  I  consider  it  to  be  an  expression  of  the  underlying,
essential meaning of a traditional deck. I attach great importance to the sequence
of the cards. One can argue that the sequence of cards in the major arcana is
arbitrary. When tarot cards first appeared many different sequences existed and
the number of cards in a deck varied. When tarot was introduced into France the
cards were arranged in an sequence that suddenly would not change anymore. It
was a time of flourishing esoteric orders, and tarot was being used in those circles.
It is my belief that they arranged the tarot cards in a fixed sequence to express
certain esoteric doctrines, especially those based on numbers. Many tarot people



have found their own interpretation of the major arcana. I believe that the tarot
does not have one particular structure or meaning. Tarot, and especially the major
arcana, is an excellent tool to explore what is in the human mind. It is a tool to
find out what we are all about, and this is an ongoing process. The Medicator Tarot
is one of those decks that explains to you where we come from, who we are, and
where we are going. Is this not what we all want to know?
     This  2001 edition is  a  revision of  my original  black-and-white  deck.  The
drawings have been improved and the cards have been given English titles. This
booklet  is  also  new  and  makes  the  deck  more  accessible  for  those  who  not
schooled  in  esoteric  knowledge.  The  cards  have  been  painted  using  several
computer programs.

0.Unity of the Primordial State
 The Fool

   
     The card shows a melon, or circular mirror, which is a particular symbol of the
Dzogchen teachings  and of  the  unity  of  the  primordial  state.  Dzogchen is  the
essence of  all  of  the  spiritual  traditions  of  Tibet.  The primordial  state  is  each
individual’s own intrinsic nature from the very beginning. To enter this state is to
experience oneself as one is, as the center of the universe, but not in the ordinary
ego sense.
    The Fool is at the beginning of the major arcana. Actually he stands aside, or
outside, the cycle of involution and evolution mirrored in the major arcana. He is
characterized by zero. What is zero? Zero is not a number but a concept. It is
used  to  comprehend  emptiness,  voidness,  negation,  infinity.  It  refers  to  the
original state of the cosmos, often symbolized by the image of the abyss. A cosmic
abyss  that  is  apparently  empty  but  holds  potential  life.  It  harbors  cosmic
consciousness in its primal state. 
     The circle, the geometrical form of zero, is the symbol of the cosmos in its
entirety.  It  is  the  oldest  and  most  universal  form.  It  contains  nothing  and
everything. The circle is also seen as the eternal state of being, the unconditioned
state of all  things. Pythagoras said that God, the Monad or the One that is in
everything, has a motion that is circular. Everything in the universe has circular
movement, movement of which the beginning and the end coincides.
     The gnostics called the primordial  state of being Pleroma. Pleroma is the
imperishable  Aeon,  the  divine  space containing all  divine  powers  and qualities
(these are the aeons). Pleroma is also called the Fullness of God. Pleroma is the
Kingdom of Light, the Original House of Man. Man as he was before he went into
the  Darkness.  Behind  this  cosmic  light  realm  resides  the  Father-Mother.  The
Father-Mother is a Gnostic concept for the divine as both male and female, and at
the  same  time  also  transcending  these  polarities.  The  Father-Mother  is
unknowable.
     In this Light Realm, man in his primordial state of being has a virgin spirit,
ready to go out to unfold his latent possibilities. In this Gnostic Kingdom of Light
everything is one. Here duality does not exist. All beings share and reside in the
same divine essence. It is also said that the Kingdom is inside you and outside
you. You have to come to know yourself, and realize that you are a Son or a
Daughter of the Father-Mother.
     Thus the Fool goes out to the world, but though the Kingdom of the Father-
Mother is spread out upon earth, he does not see it. He first has to go through the
Darkness to find the Light.



     In the Cabalistic teachings this state of being corresponds with the Ain-Soph,
which is the state of absolute perfection in which there are no distinctions and no
differentiation.  It  does  not reveal  itself  in  a way that  makes knowledge of  its
nature possible, and it is not accessible  even to the innermost thought of the
contemplative. Only through the finite nature of every existing thing, through the
actual creation itself, it is possible to deduce the existence of the Ain-Soph as the
first infinite cause. It is the cause of all causes, the root of all roots.
     When a universe has moved through the cosmos and ceased to exist at its
end, all beings reside in a state of universal homogeneity, before a  new universe
will be emanated. The experiences of the previous universe rises up in the mind of
Man as a mighty vision. At the same time it is a vision of what is to be, because it
contains the potentials for a new emanation. In this way the Fool, at the beginning
of the major arcana, is looking upwards at the vision, carrying the potentials for a
new life in his bag. He is ready to go out to new experiences.

1. Spirit
The Magician

     The card shows the emanation of divine sparks, or beings, from the primordial
unity.
     At a certain point, referred to as in the Beginning, the divine sparks, individual
divine beings, who were united in the all-embracing Light, left their Home and
entered the Darkness. Thus they became separated units, each of them became a
unit by its own. The gnostics called these sparks Pneuma. It is what you and I are.
In essence we are all divine sparks.
     The Greek word pneuma means breath or spirit, and refers to the expiration of
the sparks out from the Light Realm. Each one of us, as human beings, is such a
divine spark, a unit on its own, an ever-abiding, timeless, spaceless being. It is
our essence. It is that what we were, what we are, and what we always will be.
Because we come from the same source, we share the same essence with each
other. Because of its divine origin, the spirit does not quite belong to the world we
live in. The soul and the physical body are like garments, or vehicles, and are not
of  the  same substance  of  which  we  fundamentally  are.  They  are  part  of  the
created universe and thus part of the Darkness. When the spirit wakes up it will
want to return Home.
     In the Indian Rig-Veda it is said that Purusha, the Original Man, sacrificed
himself and entered the created universe. Only a part of him entered, the other
part remained unmanifest in its divine realm. In reality he has not really divided
himself, because that is impossible because he remains a unity. His consciousness
has manifested itself both in the created universe and remained unmanifest in the
divine realm.
    The essence of a human being is  an undividable unit.  Only consciousness
perceives a duality  of a higher  self  and a lower self,  or  a divine being and a
physical being. When perception changes one will only see unity. The number one
is about unity, a dimensionless point. The magician indicates this unity. It is the
essence of all beings, it is not polarized, it is consciousness in its undifferentiated
state. In this way each human being is the center of the universe. In this center is
stored  all  the  power  of  our  inner  magician.  From  this  center  the  magician
manipulates the divine and the physical forces, the greater and the lesser, time
and space, the here and now. 



     With our dualistic consciousness we perceive this original cosmic movement,
this energy, the concepts of sparks as a male quality. The female quality follows
next.

2. Night
The High Priestess

     The card shows a coffin like enclosure harboring a Light. For our dualistic
consciousness it reflects as two little lights. The fire or flame in the chalice is a
similar symbol for the female harboring the male.
     When the divine sparks left the Light and entered the Darkness, Darkness
enveloped them. It  enclosed the sparks  and numbed them. Duality arose  and
action created reaction. The action of the Darkness caused a reaction from the
sparks. A vibration of lower energy arose that gave birth to substance. The lower
vibration of this primordial substance held the sparks in the realm of darkness.
The sparks lost their original divine brightness, but became radiating centers in
the primal Night, as sparkling stars at the Firmament.
     Divine Man has now become of dual nature. He has encountered something
that does not belong to his divine nature. Consciousness of me versus something
else is now present.
     If we look at it from the divine level, we see that the Divine is beholding itself.
This implies a reflection, a mirror image, a complementary unit.  This reflected
image is often symbolized by the Primeval Waters and by the Feminine or the
Goddess. The Goddess is called the Brilliance of the Divine.
     The Primeval Waters are the primeval substance. The term water was chosen
not only for its fluidity but also for its surface reflection. Water has always been
associated with the moon and the feminine (and thus the High Priestess card). In
the Beginning the Waters were virgin, but then they were impregnated by the fiery
Spirit hovering over the surface.
     Thus the Goddess is impregnated by the Divine, the Father. Now we have
created male and female images onto these concepts because we are living in a
world of duality. On their own level they transcend human concepts. However it
allows us to talk about things our mind cannot understand as long as we are
attached to a physical body and by extension to physical reality.
     When one reflects on one, it creates two. Two is the beginning of multiplicity
and the origin of chaos. Polarity makes its entry, the foundation of all phenomena.
Two is the cause of the sense of being separate. Original Man saw in his mighty
vision a distinction between himself and that vision. He experienced no longer one
but two things. His former unity consciousness polarized into static and dynamic
aspects, giving him a purpose of manifestation into the created worlds.
     In the Greek Orfic cosmogony, the first principle that arose in the cosmos was
called Kronos (Time) from which came Chaos (the Infinite) and Aether (the Finite).
Chaos was surrounded by Night (Nyx), which formed an enveloping cover under
which, by the creative action of Aether, cosmic matter was slowly organized. This
finally assumed the shape of an egg of which Night (Nyx) took the shape of the
shell. In the center of this gigantic egg, Phanes, the Light, was born. Phanes is
called the first born. By union with Night, Phanes created Heaven and Earth. In
this Greek cosmogony we have all the elements we talked about in the above. Nyx
is the female which envelops, which is fertile (eggs have always been the symbol
of  fertility),  which  is  the  origin  of  duality  and  primordial  substance,  which  is



impregnated and which then carries the Light within her. All characteristics of the
High Priestess.
     The High Priestess can also be seen as the Virgin Mary who carried the Christ
in her. Christ was often identified with Mithras, a sun god. Christ is also seen as
the divine light in human form. We all carry the Christ within us, in the sense that
the inner Christ is our divine essence. The physical body who carries this divine
light within itself is symbolically seen as female, as the Virgin Mary, or as the
Goddess, or the High Priestess. The Goddess carrying the shining Light within her
is a universal  symbol found all  around the world. Once the Goddess has been
impregnated, she is bearing a life within, the characteristic of the next card, the
Empress.

3. Amorphous Substance
The Empress

     The card depicts the primordial universe consisting of amorphous substance
gestating with life forms.
     The primordial substance created by duality was called amorphos hyle by the
Greeks. It indicates the amorphous and shapeless substance, it has arisen from
the action and reaction of Light and Darkness. The amorphous hyle is unformed
substance. It is the prima materia (first matter) of the alchemists. It is without
dimension or quantity, neither small or large, without properties, neither moving
nor still. The Spirit has impregnated it. Now, in the chaotic ocean the seeds or
potency for creation are brewing and forming. It is a phase of primal being in
which the powers are in harmonious embrace.
     The High priestess has become the pregnant Empress. New life is forming. On
the cosmic level, the seeds for multiple worlds and beings are being formed. The
Gnostics called her Sophia (Wisdom). Sophia was seen as a female Aeon, cast out
of the Light Realm because of her lower passions. She caused formless matter to
arise, out of which the universe and the bodies of living beings will be created.
     Duality of opposing forces by its nature creates tension. Tension is the driving
force for creation as it seeks release by establishing a relationship between the
two opposing forces. Dual forces always have a relationship towards each other.
They  need  each  other  to  survive,  they  depend on  each  other.  They  have  an
intimate connection, an interaction, a reconciling principle that acts as the third
force. Thus the number three has been created.

4. The Four Pillars
The Emperor

     The card shows the four Pillars or Elements which uphold the universe, and the
crowned serpent which unifies the Elements. The circle and square indicates that
the quaternity also forms a unity. Outside the circle but within the square are the
traditional symbols for the four Elements.
     The Waters have been impregnated and are pregnant with new life. Now Spirit
has put order into these primeval Waters. The chaotic waters gave rise to the four
Elements. In all traditions the four Elements are seen as the fundamental pillars of
the universe, because they hold up the entire universe. From the four Pillars the
entire  creation  was  brought  forth.  They  are  the  basis,  the  stability  on  which
everything else has been built.



     The alchemists said that the four Elements came forth from the materia prima
(first or primal matter), and in it they can be dissolved again. The four Elements
are mutually connected to each other in such a way that they form one unity.
They cannot exist as separate unities. They are linked to each other and form a
Four-Unity, or Quaternity.
     The number four has always been seen as the number of order, or structure. A
circle divided in four appears in many prehistoric cave paintings. The circle and the
cross seem to go together. Humanity has always divided space in four directions.
Four is the basic structuring of the universe. Mandalas are based on a division by
four, and they have been proven to be healing for the mind. Mandalas restructure
the mind to its basics. The center of the cross is the divine center or spark in man.
From here  he organizes  his  experiences  in  the  world  by establishing the  four
cardinal points. Man is like the Emperor, who rules his kingdom from the center of
his ever establishing order.

5. The Act of Creation
 The High Priest

     In this card we see a pentagon irradiated by the divine Light which is mirrored
below in the form of two smaller lights, as in the card of the High Priestess. The
eye of God-the-Creator is looking over a fetus, symbol for the formation of man.
The neuron network (in green) reflects the transfer of energy/information which is
essential in the fifth card of the High Priest. The flower is a receptacle for that
information  and is  associated  with  the  crown chakra  where  we  receive  divine
energy/information.
     In the Gnostic universe, after the initial Cosmos was structured, the Demiurg
became jealous and created himself a universe, fashioned after an image of the
divine Light. The Demiurg is a typically Gnostic concept. He was the son of Sophia,
and considered to be the creator-god, in rank far below the Divine. The Divine, or
the Father-Mother, is unknowable and emanated the Kingdom of Heaven, or the
Light Realm. He is the god of which Jesus talked. The Demiurg, although a lesser
god, is still a mighty being. He became obstinate. He is the god-creator of the Old
Testament.  He  created  the  universe  below  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven.  In  his
ignorance he thinks he is almighty and he makes all living beings think he is the
only god. As a blood-shedding god, he lives in duality because he rewards those
who obey him, and punishes those who do not. Jesus came here to remind us that
the real almighty god is the Father-Mother who only knows love towards all living
beings.
     As people tend to personify cosmic forces, we can see the Demiurg as the
ignorant (ignorant of the divine Light) and selfish ego we all have. The ego thinks
that it is almighty, that it is the only center of the universe, and that everything is
there to serve him. The ego is dualistic as it sees the world in black and white,
pleasure and pain, good and bad, and so on.
    It is our duty as human beings to put the ego in service of the divine. Then the
ego will act as a mediator between the divine energies and the earthly energies.
Then it can act as the High Priest channeling the spiritual to educate itself and
other people on earth.
     When four makes a cross, the center introduces number five. Five is the
number of the action of creation (like the Demiurg created the universe, and like
our ego creates our world). Creation implies the manifestation of life, because that
is what creation is all about.



    Creation and the number five are directly linked to the Golden Section. The
Golden  Section  is  the  visible  proof  that  the  act  of  creation  happened  in  a
asymmetrical way causing a splitting in our experience of the universe. When A is
the beginning of a unit and C the end and B is a point between A and C, then
when B is positioned in such a way that the division of AB over BC is equal to BC
over AC, we obtain the Golden Section which is 0.6180339887… The remarkable
thing about this division is that it can be found everywhere in Nature. The Golden
Section especially shows up in the Fibonacci series, a series of numbers generated
by simple accretion, and present in all living beings. Each number is the sum of
the previous ones: 1, 1, 2, 3, 5, 8, 13, 21…

6. Paradise
The Lovers

     The card shows a view of paradise with a tree with two main branches. This
tree is both the Tree of Life and the Tree of Knowledge because both trees are
actually one and the same. The stem of the tree is in the form of an umbilical cord
to indicate that the tree is not only in the middle, or navel, of the Garden of Eden,
but it is also a reference to gestation of humanity, like a child in the womb. The
brick wall is symbolic for the enclosure of Paradise. 
     Six is the frame in which the act of creation takes place. This frame has a time-
space continuum of a mental-astral nature. It is not the physical time-space we
know in the physical world. With time-space six directions are created: up, down,
forwards, backwards, left and right. The Pythagoreans held the hexad to represent
the  creation  of  the  world  according  to  both  the  prophets  and  the  ancient
mysteries.
     Card six is called the Lovers, sometimes Love. What does love mean? The
understanding and experience of love have not always been the same in history.
Love is mostly understood as related to the other sex. However love can extend to
the entire universe. The ancient Greeks took six as the number for marriage and
harmony, because the hexad is composed of two interlacing triangles. They said
that six was both male and female. Another Greek writer said that number six is
soul-producing because it multiplies itself into the world sphere, and because in it
the  opposites  are  mingled.  He  said  that  six  leads  to  like-mindedness  and
friendship, giving health to the body, harmony to songs and music, virtue to the
soul, prosperity to the state and forethought to the universe. All those positive
qualities, are we close to paradise yet?
     Well, when the Demiurg created the universe, he provided man with a soul and
a body. With this soul and body man experienced numerous impressions in the
ethereal realm in which he was placed. This realm was Paradise, or Eden.
     In  the  anthroposophical  teachings  mankind  in  this  state  was  under  the
supervision  of  higher  beings  or  gods.  They  controlled  and  directed  the  life  of
mankind. Mankind was living in perfect harmony and was still  experiencing its
connection with their divine guides. By the “sin” of man his lower will parted from
the divine. His harmonic life turned into a polarization of good and evil.
     The Demiurg had created this paradise environment to keep man ignorant of
his true, divine origin, and of the fact that there was anything greater than the
Demiurg himself. In this way man remained in a dreamlike state of consciousness
with pleasant sensations. Eden has often been described as a celestial paradise in
which the souls of man lived in bliss. In this dream realm man was androgynous,
male and female aspects were present within his ethereal body. He did not have



the ability to discriminate between good and evil. Man did not have the faculty of
thought yet.  In paradise man’s life was a life of impulses, instincts, appetites,
animal desires. His consciousness was dreamlike. He did not desire knowledge.
     When the serpent gave the impulse to seek knowledge and insight, man ate
from the Tree of Good and Evil, and he began to distinguish the good from the
evil. Duality entered his consciousness, and separation of the sexes began, and
the beginning of sensual love. Different explanations as to the role of the serpent
and to the meaning of the so-called sin of Adam and Eve are given by religious
and esoteric teachings. The essence of the story is that the eating from the Tree in
the middle of paradise opened the eyes of their minds. Mankind obtained insight,
knowledge, wisdom and a clearer perception of who we are and what the real
nature of the Demiurg is. The Demiurg, now exposed, became angry and cast
Adam and Eve out of the Garden of Eden.

7. Expulsion
The Chariot

     The  card  shows  movement  from Paradise  (the  sky)  through  the  seven
planetary layers,  towards the physical  reality of Earth. The yin-yang symbol is
slowly splitting in two, symbolizing the separation of the sexes. The flaming sword
on top is the sword of the cherub who cast Adam and Eve out of the Garden of
Eden.
     The Chariot is a symbol for the physical body of man. The physical body is a
vehicle for the soul and spirit. In the Jewish tradition the earthy man is the chariot
for the Heavenly Man, and the Heavenly Man is used as a chariot in which God can
descend into his creation. 
     In the previous cards man evolved in spiritual, or ethereal worlds. In the
period referred to as Paradise,  man lived in an ethereal  body with a different
shape than the present one. Earth was still in a more fluid, not yet in its physical
condition. Mankind in that period is referred to as the Hyperborean race. The force
of man could manipulate substances to obtain a suitable body. As long as he was
in the ethereal realms he carried both the male and female natures within himself.
In this way he could produce another human being out of himself. When man
became physical, as the earth became denser, the physical forces made the body
become single sexed, either male or female. Now man had to seek out the other
sex in order to produce offspring.
     In card 6 man has male and female qualities, the original Adam and Eve who
were, according to certain esoteric doctrines, originally united in one being. In
card 8 man has become single-sexed.  Card seven represent the phase in which
the division of  sexes  takes  place,  hence the male and female sphinxes in the
Chariot card. This happened when Adam and Eve were thrown out of paradise, or
when man entered  the physical  world  from his  ethereal  realm,  and when the
division of the sexes took place. It all represents a movement from one state to
another, a dramatic change in the constitution and in the consciousness of man.
     Now that man had left his dreamlike state of pleasure and entered a new world
of physical reality, he experienced differentiation. In paradise human beings were
not  that  much  aware  of  their  environment.  Man’s  energy  was  more  directed
inwards. The inner feelings and experiences were more dominant. That changed
when he entered the physical world and his attention became focused towards the
outside  world.  Hereby  his  awareness  became  differentiated.  Differentiation
became his new experience and it leads him to a new and exciting world. Now he
desired to gain knowledge of the external world. Unfortunately, he gradually lost



his connection with the divine beings. He gained freedom of choice, but also the
possibility of error.
     The number seven is thus related to becoming, to growth, to moving forward
and to differentiation. Growth is never continuous, but always happens in phases.
These phases can be easily found in the seven chakras and their correspondences.
The Kundalini originally descended in man along the spine in seven steps, creating
at each a level of consciousness in the form of a chakra. Another reflection of the
differentiation process we find in the prism which refracts white light in seven
colors, similarly the seven chakras are visualized as each having one the seven
rainbow colors.

8. Birth
Justice

     The cards shows a rock wall with a gate in the form of a skull. This symbolizes
birth through death. Death of life in paradise and birth into the physical world. The
skull is also a symbol for the physical world as it is the most dense part of the
body. The seven stars are symbols for the first seven astrological planets which
provide for an astrological blueprints at birth. The top parts refers to the Egyptian
goddess Maath who is  the daughter  of  Ra (the solar  disk on the left).  Maath
carries a feather (on the right of the scale) on her head. The feather is a symbol
for the breath of life. The chains to the left and right remind us that spirit and soul
are now chained to the physical.
     Man has left paradise and now enters the physical world in a physical body.
The entire process is about crystallization. In esoteric teachings the physical world
is seen as the ultimate crystallization of more subtle energies. Physical matter is
the most dense substance of all the existing worlds. Living in the physical world
has  its  implications.  One  is  chained  to  the  physical  body until  it  dies.  One  is
subject  to  the  influences  of  its  environment  and  to  the  laws  of  the  physical.
Freedom is much more restricted than in the spiritual worlds.

9. The Pilgrim
The Hermit

     The cards shows that the Light of the Hermit is in the inner world. The path
back to the Light is seldom straight. Often it winds and diverts into many different
side roads. The flaming heart at the top of the card shows you to follow your
heart, the center of your being. The book is Mutus Liber, the worldless book, a
well known alchemical manuscript.
     Involution is completed at card 9. Involution is the entering of the spirit into
spiritual  substances  and  finally  into  physical  matter.  It  is  like  a  “downwards”
movement from the Light Realm all the way to the most condensed or crystallized
substance in the universe. After having formed his soul body man finally acquires
a physical body. Now he has become an individual being capable of experiencing
the world around him. Living in his physical body he is like the prodigal son who is
sent forth from his father’s  house (=the Light Realm). Being immersed in the
physical, he has wandered along many paths and the blanket of substance and
matter  has  diminished  his  awareness  of  the  Light.  His  inner  Lamp (his  divine
essence) has become obscured. He has forgotten who he is and why he is here.



     Along the way spirit will rouse itself and make man feel that there must be
something more than eating,  sleeping,  working,  and sex.  So he starts  to  ask
questions and looks inside. He longs to discover his true self. Deep in his heart is
the Light that connect both heaven and earth, the sun and the moon, the stars,
and everything that is and is not. The entire cosmos is present within oneself. He
who knows himself knows the cosmos.
     Waking up is not easy. Matter weights heavy, darkness blinds the way. The
Demiurg wants to keep man in ignorance. In order to overcome the obstacles man
has to go through an initiation. Liberation from the chains of matter and ignorance
is not easy. Gnosis (=knowledge) is necessary to know how to prepare for the
journey, what road to take and not to get lost. The flame in his heart has to grow.
Its light will guide man back to where he came from. Thus he becomes a pilgrim.
     The Hermit carries a lamp, sometimes underneath his cloak (=body). In the
Cabala “lighting the lamp” means illuminating the spark of Neshamah (=the divine
spark  in  man that  had  been  emanated  directed  from the Divine  itself)  within
oneself in order to bring down the heavenly light. The Gnostics said that “the lamp
of the body is the mind”, and they urged us “to light the lamp within us”. Hermetic
philosophers kept the Perpetual Lamp lit on the altar of Truth, so that the flame
would live through and beyond the ages of passing knowledge on to those who are
ready to receive it.
     The number nine is the traditional number of fullness. It is often used in the
meaning of the full expression of the Divine in the universe. Man as a complete
being, or a complete expression of the Divine has the full meaning of the number
nine. Having completed his involution, he is now ready to ascend and start his
evolution, the way back Home.

10. The Spiral
The Wheel of Fortune

     
      The card shows a big cosmic spiral, symbol of the only kind of  movement
existing in the cosmos. The constellations are the Big and Little Dipper which we
see revolving around the Polar Star. The Polar Star is a shamanic symbol of the
axis around which the universe moves.
     With the tenth card man starts his evolution. Evolution means putting down all
the layers of darkness we took on during involution. During his involution man
took on several substantial bodies. He has moved through several cosmic realms,
from the center to the densest crystallization of matter. Hereby his consciousness
became clouded and he forgot who he was or where he came from. Now he turns
around and longs to return Home. Looking towards the Light he becomes more
conscious of his true nature. One of the first things he discovers is that he himself
is a center around which the universe revolves.
     Everything in the universe moves around in what appears to be circles. As
energy  grows or  diminishes  with  each cycle,  movement  actually  happens in a
spiraling way. When a unit has covered a circular round, it has gained experience.
Although back at its beginning, its state of being has changed. So, the beginning
and  the  end  of  a  circular  movement  do  not  quite  coincide.  This  makes  the
movement into a spiral.
     The spiral turns around an asymptotic center, which it never reaches. The
spiral is the only movement in the universe. To reach the center, or the Ultimate
Source of everything, one needs to transcend the spiral.



     The same symbolism applies to the wheel. In Buddhism it is said that in order
to leave the wheel (of birth and death) one has to go into its center, the nave.
Only then the cycle of birth and death can be stopped. That center is of course
within yourself.
     When the Hermit has become conscious of his inner divine essence, he sees
himself in the center of the world that surrounds him. The outer world revolves
around him. Unfortunately a lot of people get stuck here and become egotistic.
The Wheel teaches the Hermit about the cycles in human life, in nature and in the
universe. The Wheel makes him conscious of the existing patterns in his life. He
experiences  his  relationship  to  cosmic  rhythms  and  starts  to  experience  the
cosmos as a complex living being.

11. The Fire in the Earth
Strength

     The card shows a volcano, symbol of the fire, energy or emotions in man. The
serpent  in  the  earth  is  the  Kundalini.  The  flying  serpent  is  a  symbol  of  the
transformed Kundalini.
     Man has become self conscious and is aware of the workings of nature around
himself. As he pays more attention to himself, he discovers a duality. He finds
himself to be a heavenly, immortal being and at the same time an earthly, mortal
man (the number eleven is composed of two ones). His ego perceives the Divine
as existing outside himself. He needs to understand that the lower part of himself,
his emotions, passions and instincts, is but a reflection of his higher self. Up to
now his lower self ruled his life. He must put his lower self in the servitude of the
higher self.  As long as he perceives a separation between the two he will  get
nowhere.  His  passions  will  sweep  him  away  and  his  life  will  be  miserable.
Suppressing them is not good either. They need to be purified, controlled and used
in the right way. The lower energies are quite powerful.  Their  power will  only
improve life when it is directed by the higher self.
     The awareness of dual being can cause a real problem for the spiritual seeker.
On the path of initiation one has the natural urge to be only spiritual. That is a big
mistake. As a human being we need to balance both the spiritual as the physical.
Ignoring the lower passions is ignoring a part of oneself. It will not go away and
will continue to spoil life. Transformation is the only way to make good tools out of
them to generate power and strength.
     The lower energies in man are symbolized by the term “the fire in the earth”, a
well known alchemical expression. It is also called “fire in the center of the earth”,
the earthly fire, the fiery dragon in the earthly cave. Earth and cave are symbols
for the physical body. The alchemists said that if this fire has not been purified it
will burn you; if the dragon has not been pierced, he will devour you.

12. The World of Possibilities and Potentials
The Hanged Man

     The card shows a tree bearing twelve fruits and twelve stars, as the tree
connects earth with heaven. The tree is hollow and water is flowing forth from it.
At its side is a stone. These are all alchemical symbols. The constellations above
the horizon are Aries, Taurus and Gemini, the beginning of the twelve astrological
constellations. The stone circle with twelve upright stones symbolizes work on the



physical plane in the twelve sectors of experience. The turtle bears the world, and
the dodecahedron is made of twelve pentagons.
     Twelve is the number of possibilities and potency one can experience in the
physical world. It is necessary to pass through all the possible experiences of this
earthy existence before transcending to the next planes. In the gospels Jesus had
twelve  disciples.  Twelve  here  is  symbolical  and  is  probably  based  on  older
knowledge. The twelve disciples represent the twelve earthy energies; Jesus is the
one who transcends them. Jesus dies and is resurrected, the disciples stay behind
and remain human beings. 
     The number twelve is also found in the zodiac. Why divide the zodiac into
twelve signs? Because this the number of energies the soul has to go through in
its human evolution. Jesus’ symbol was the fish, or the astrological sign of Pisces,
the last sign of the zodiac before transcending it.
     The transcending of this world by a master often happens near a tree. Jesus
was crucified on a wooden cross, a more symbolic term. The enlightenment of the
Scandinavian  Odin/Wodan  happened  when  he  was  hung  on  the  world  tree
Yggdrasil. Buddha became enlightened under the Boddhi tree.
     The Hanged Man is about moving up the Tree of Life, which is going through
life to experience it fully. Hereby one does not keep to the visible and the obvious,
one investigates what is hidden and not that well known. This implies that one has
“to turn the world upside down”, or “swim upstream”. Hanging upside down, one
experiences the hidden side of nature, and of course of himself.

13. Mystical Death
Death

     The card shows the figure of death on a moon-boat gliding from one world to
the other. The lily is a plant of the night, or symbolically of the life after death. The
fern is a symbol of the ethereal world which lies behind the curtain of death.
     After the material world has been experienced in all its aspects, and man has
gone through the twelve energies, a firm base has been established and a new
and redeeming experience announces itself. Man becomes aware of the other side
of nature. Consciousness no longer identifies itself solely with the physical. Man
undergoes  a  mystical  death.  This  is  process  that  can  happen  in  many  ways
depending on the personality of the person. In most initiations the novice is led
through a symbolic death experience. Sometimes drugs are used to give him a
peak into the unseen world. Out-of-the-body-experiences can be introduced or can
happen spontaneously.
     The message here is that one has to die daily. Every day one has to be
conscious of all his attachments to the physical world, to other people, to one’s
emotions and so on. Death is the decomposition of the elements to their essences.
Death provides a fertile  soil  for  new growth. Death brings transformation to a
higher state of being. Death liberates and brings us in contact with a higher level
of existence.

14. The World Soul and World Spirit
Temperance

     The card is based on an old Egyptian drawing of a the tree of Isis having two
breast pouring out milk. The breast pouring out milk is also an alchemical symbol



for the life energy that pervades all living things. The tree sits on a barren rock,
also an alchemical symbol, which tells us that it is not common water but life
energy makes things alive.
     Anima Mundi et Spiritus Mundi is a term often used in alchemy. The World Soul
and  the  World  Spirit  are  the  pure  ethereal  soul  and  spirit  which  is  diffused
throughout all nature. This is an intermediary form and energy between the higher
and lower energies in the universe, and by extension also in man. Anima is the
soul substance and Spiritus is the driving force. They pervade all matter and all
beings. They are a unity of fire and water. The alchemical union of fire and water
in the 14th card has clearly been expressed by Aleister Crowley who called this
card Art, which is a term often used by alchemist to denote the Great Work. 
     During the hours of sleep man takes in  life force from the universal ocean in
order to charge up his body for another day. This is not the only way to use or
manipulate  the  life  force.  Yoga breathing  exercises  are  another.  With  this  life
energy one can purify his body and create the so-called elixir of life.
     Death of the body brings consciousness to the hereafter or to the ethereal
worlds. Death as a symbol can be used to indicate any process or method by
which one can come in contact with the forces of life on the ethereal or astral
planes. On these levels it is easier to work with the abundant life force. By contact
with these planes of existence man becomes aware that life is one, and all of its
forms are interrelated in a vastly and complex unity. Contact with these levels of
existence  can  provoke  a  profound change.  One  is  able  to  consciously  contact
different forces and powers, and one receives influences from different realms. A
psychic consciousness develops, of which clairvoyance is an example. Healing is
another great gift.
     When the initiate is in contact with these realms, he has the vital fluid at his
disposal. This vital fluid, or life force, has to be used with moderation. That is why
this card is called Temperance. Too little life force causes decay. Too much of it
acts as a poison. Too much or too little energy may create barriers in the magnetic
field around a person. As the disciple has to pay attention to his body first, he
needs to be very careful  with the energies he is  working with. Like water  life
energy has to flow freely, unhindered. 
     From the World Soul much knowledge can be gained because it is here that the
Akashic Chronicles are stored. One who has acquired the ability to look into this
spiritual world is able to see in the past, present, and possible future.

15. The Dweller on the Threshold
The Devil

     The card shows the head of Medusa, or perhaps your own inner face, on a
closed door. One first has to confront this face or Medusa before gaining entrance
to higher worlds. That is why the hexagram (15: 5 + 1 = 6) is open in this card, it
allows the brave to go into the higher realms of oneself and the cosmos.     
     The initiate has learned to contact the spiritual world and the energies thereof.
He has learned how to work with the vital energies. Now he is responsible in how
to use them. It is here a lot of people go astray. Energies are nor good nor bad. It
depends how they are being used. As long as egotism and ignorance prevails, the
initiate is likely to use these energies for selfish purposes. There are plenty of so-
called black magicians out there. They try to place themselves outside evolution
and outside the laws of nature in order to satisfy their egotistic needs. Nature



does not like to be pushed around, and sooner or later they will reap what they
have sown.
     The personification of the egotistic needs is symbolized by the Dweller on the
Threshold. The Dweller on the Threshold will appear to the initiate at some point.
He will be confronted with his own egotism that distorts the life force within him.
He has to make a choice. If he follows his egotism he will chain himself to the
lower worlds, to his passions, to the material. If he purifies himself he will be able
to use the life energy to enhance its progress towards the Light.
     Therefore he needs to see what his place in the universe is, how he needs to
evolve,  how  to  use  the  energies  in  the  right  way  and  act  in  the  right  way,
according to the laws of nature. On his path he will encounter mighty beings and
gods whose energies work through mankind. Here, the problem of worship arises.
Will the initiate start worshiping certain gods? Not all gods are in service of the
divine, and it is easy to fall prey to the lesser gods. There are also gods that are
creations of people who worshiped them.  They were made by the adoration of
their worshipers. It is easy to fool oneself. Often those gods are emanations of the
group minds of races. They can be quite powerful.
     Sometimes  the  initiate  will  create  for  himself  illusions.  He  will,  often
unconsciously, create images in which he will believe, and sometimes fall in love
with. The mind can be very tricky in this regard. One must ever  maintain his
concentration to the liberation of the spirit and the experience of the Divine. All
else is a reflection of the yet unpurified mind.

16. The Lightning Struck Tower
The Tower

     The card shows a tower struck by lightning during a violent storm. Waves,
symbols  of  stirred  up emotions,  are  battering the  rock,  the  foundation of  the
tower.  The  rock  is  not  only  a  symbol  for  the  body  but  also  for  the  basic
personality. The top of the tower is in the shape of a skull showing the fontanel
associated with the crown chakra.
     In life we build ourselves a personality, this is our ego. Most of us firmly
believe that this is what we are. In reality the personality is a construct, partly
formed by the astral blueprint at birth, partly by our environment when we grew
up and partly by what we made of it. When the Guardian at the Threshold has
been faced, one gets the shock of his life realizing that the personality is not what
he is. The personality is a collection of building stones, programs, belief structures,
preconceptions, traumas, emotional qualities, and thought patterns. It is like a
bio-computer that allows us to function in this world and gain experience.
     In order to get to our very center, to what we really are, we need to break
down all of the walls and other constructs that the personality has built over the
years. It is a long and often life long process. It is not easy as we will encounter all
those fears, frustrations, anger, negative emotions which each of us has to clean
up one by one. Sometimes the higher self intervenes and makes a sudden change
happen. For example, a serious car accident or a near-death-experience can alter
profoundly one’s insight and one’s view on life. A sudden revelation or spiritual
experience can shake up one’s belief structures and start a spiritual quest into the
meaning of life. When awareness has thus widened, one comes into contact with a
spiritual side of oneself never experienced before.



17. The Fountain of Youth
The Star

     The card shows a star shining forth from the Fountain of Youth, a source or
well of infinite life energy.
     Out of the darkness of the soul, light is breaking through. One discovers within
himself  the source from which his life flows forth. It is the Fountain of Life out of
which the Water of Life pours into the human being one presently is. This source is
eternal, can heal all ailments and speed up spiritual development. When one has
contacted his inner life essence, one does not needs books anymore. Knowledge
now comes from within. The Essenes considered the living water as the creative
force of the divine. This water cleanses and purifies the person. Now the body is
no  longer  a  prison  for  the  Light,  but  a  willing  servant.  When  purification  is
complete, ignorance disappears.
     Now it is known that one does not have the right to let his passions and
emotions rule his life, but must act in accordance with the divine source within
himself. Knowledge and wisdom come through from this divine center to guide his
life. Each one of us is a special unit of divine light, and as such we have a duty to
manifest the divine in the universe, in our own maybe little but unique way. Being
in service of the divine will not only make ones own live better, but also that of
every other being around us.
     When one has opened the door to his inner and true self, the values of society
loose their importance and are replaced  by the values of the spiritual self and the
divine  that  shines  through.  There  is  respect  for  the  values  of  others,  but  he
himself will not bind himself to them. The values of society are mostly based on
survival issues, fears, repression and control. The man who has found the divine in
himself will live in accordance with the flow of the divine throughout the Cosmos
and Nature.

18. The Underworld
The Moon

     The card shows a mirror with it’s rim in the form of Ouroboros, the serpent
biting in its own tail. In the background is the Milky Way, and behind is a diffuse
light from a hidden sun. The mirror reflects the surface of a primitive world at the
beginning of its existence.
     The mirror is a symbol of the Moon as it reflects light from the sun. Moonlight
creates  a  twilight  world  where  distances  are  deceptive  and  where  the  former
normal world now looks weird and full of dangers. When the depths of the soul are
penetrated and the first light within oneself appears, one comes into contact with
a primal, psychic, world that dates from the beginnings of the world and even
before. It is an underworld. Called Tartaros by the ancient Greeks, it is a world of
suffering, but also of primal instincts primarily related to survival. In the beginning
there was Chaos, an empty space that filled the Universe. Out of Chaos came of
Gaia (Earth), Tartaros (Underworld) and Eros (Desire). Later Zeus cast the Titans
deep into Tartaros.
     We experience the moon as having a cycle, here, at its place in the major
arcana, it denotes the end of a cycle, the cycle of human incarnation. The first
nine cards explained how involution created man as we know him today. The next
nine cards, up to the Moon card, are about evolution. Man develops himself in the



sense that he starts the process of ascension. At the eighteenth card he finishes
his human cycle.
     The card of the Moon is No. 18 and the card of the Sun is No. 19. One could
argue that the position of the cards in the major arcana is arbitrary. However,
think about this: in the Middle East there is an ancient temple which has on its
front wall a moon with 18 dots and on its back wall a sun with 19 dots. The moon
on the front wall is a symbol showing where the novice enters to undergo and
finish his initiation. The sun on the back of the temple symbolizes that here the
master,  enlightened  and  freed  from  the  bondage  of  the  material,  leaves  the
temple.

19. Sol
  The Sun

     The card shows a shining sun on a pedestal. The pedestal here is a symbol for
the  spine  along  which  the  Kundalini  has  risen  and  has  given  birth  to
enlightenment.
     In alchemy the Latin word for sun, sol, is an abbreviation of Solum Omnium
Lumen,  the  sun  luminates  everything.  What  this  means  is  that  when  one  is
enlightened, his inner essence, which is pure light, illuminates his entire being, his
entire body, and radiates outwards. One no longer needs any outer source of light,
nutrition, knowledge, or wisdom. The divine light within provides for everything.
     Formerly the body was coarse, impure, dark and perishable because it lacked
sufficient energy and sustenance.  Now It  is  light,  living, clear,  purified,  full  of
energy and immortal.
     One has become what one always has been, a divine light being, but now one
that has gained a complete human experience throughout many incarnations on
this Earth. One has descended into the most crystallized world in the cosmos and
has risen from it, having gained valuable experience. 
     At card 18 one is still attached to the physical world and its manifestations. At
Card 19 one has detached himself from it, and bathes in the Light.
     Now man has become enlightened, the goal of many spiritual seekers. Man has
become Light, man has become what he always has been, a divine light being. All
cultures have known men and women who have realized this state of being. Those
enlightened beings were able to perform miracles. At least what unenlightened
beings would see as miracles. The enlightened ones were only using the laws of
Nature or the Cosmos, laws the existence of which common man has no idea, and
is unable to use them. An enlightened being becomes a creator himself. As he is
able to use the laws of the Cosmos, he is able to create or to destroy. He has the
power of the divine and he will use it wisely.

20. I am the Beginning and the End
 Judgment

     The card shows a trumpet emanating the divine sound and gathering the divine
sparks which are breaking free from all  material  and substantial bondage. The



black throne is  the  throne of  Isis,  the Egyptian goddess which stands for  the
material aspect of the cosmos. 
     Many think that enlightenment is the ultimate achievement. It is not. With
enlightenment man has  realized  his  true nature,  but  he is  still  bonded to the
material  universe.  It  is  liberation  that  is  the  ultimate  achievement  in  human
evolution. Liberation is complete detachment from everything material, including
all  substantial realms. With Liberation one is truly free.  The physical body has
completely transformed into a light body of divine nature. 

21. Draco
The World

     The card shows a dragon with glowing eyes harboring the pearl of wisdom.
     Dragons have always inspired awe because they represented power beyond
the reach of common man. Kings, magicians, shamans have all been associated
with dragons because of their unique status and great power. 
     The cosmic dragon shown on the card, harboring the pearl of wisdom, is a
symbol for the great and unlimited powers of a realized man or woman. He or she
who has become divine, has the unlimited powers of the divine at his/her disposal.
The powers of the divine, working throughout the cosmos and nature are depicted
as a mighty dragon whose power penetrates every living being. It is all around us,
all the time. Who is able to face this fearsome being?


