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     The Inspiration Tarot is one of my earliest major arcanas. After having taken a
course in Primal Painting, I decided to make a major arcana in a similar way. The
paper was wet with a sponge and would dry out in five or ten minutes. Thus, I had
to be quick, and also judge how the paint was going to flow. With primal Painting
one does not think or plan anything beforehand. One just starts to paint, whatever
comes out of one’s psyche.
     With Inspiration Tarot, I had not planned anything beforehand either. I only
focused on the basic meaning of the card. In a couple of cards I did let the paper
dry completely in order to add some more imagery that was impossible to paint on
wet paper. Card 8, Justice, is an example of this. The image of a chessboard came
up and this would only be possible on dry paper.
     Because of the limited time frame and the limitations (and the advantages) of
painting on wet paper, the result are direct, straight forward, simple images which
have an almost childlike look. Primal painting allows the child within to come out, to
be direct, playful, open, spontaneous. Images like this can be much more powerful
than sophisticated and detailed paintings. It also allows to bring forth images from
the human psyche that are different from the traditional tarot images. The human
psyche, or unconscious, is a vast reservoir of unlimited potentials. Why not make
use of it?

0. The Fool
  He is man who is leaving the divine realm and entering the abyss of darkness, the

universe with numerous worlds and experiences.

0. 1. The Magician
  He is a male fiery energy; the wand is also a male symbol.

0. 2. The High Priestess
 She is a female, watery energy. The green color refers to her fertility. She channels

the Light, as the female is the receptacle for the Light. 

0. 3. The Empress
  She is Mother Nature taking care of all the life she has brought forth. The earth is

her seat.



0. 4. The Emperor
  He is of a red color because of his male energy. The wand emits energies of the

Four Elements. The three mountains refer to the material. 

0. 5. The High Priest
  He is the mediator between heaven and earth, symbolized by the upper and lower

triangle which initiate the next card where the triangles intermingle. The two
columns are in the complementary colors of red and blue to express the same
qualities of heaven and earth. The spirals indicate inspiration.

0. 6. The Lovers
 Adam and Eve are symbols for the original androgynous condition of humanity.

Male and female organs were both present in the human form when it was still in
the ethereal form. When we entered the physical a separation of the sexes took
place. One can also interpret the card as the female and male energies we all
have in our selves. We all have male and female hormones, and psychologically
we all have  male and female characteristics.

0. 7. The Chariot
 This is a symbol of the body of man. Here man descends from the ethereal realms

towards the physical, thus entering a physical body.

0. 8. Justice
  Justice is chained to the perspective of good and bad, of punishment and reward.

It sees everything in black and white. It is like a chess game, where only logic
prevails.

0. 9. The Hermit
 He is in the cave of his own being; he has discovered the Eternal Lamp of Divine

Light.

0. 10. Wheel of Fortune
 Cosmic  forces  work  in  circles,  cycles,  going  round  and  round,  intertwined,

interrelated and influencing each other eternally.

0. 11. Strength
  Because number 11 consists of two items which are in essence the same but look

different in our eyes. Life force, the basic power and strength of our being, when
unchecked, can take over our lives and ruin us. This is the fool’s wand. The
sword shows us that we can master the life force and shape and forge it to what
nature had intended.

0. 12. The Hanged Man



 In  turning the world  upside down one sees  the  universe,  the  hidden energies
working in nature.

0. 13. Death
 Death  is  transformation  of  the  basic  forms  (symbolized  by  the  brown  earth)

through the fire of the spirit. This will produce new growth.
 

0. 14. Temperance
  This is a balance of energies between heaven and earth.

0. 15. The Devil
  He is made out of the four elements, brown, animal legs for Earth; blue belly for

Water; green chest for Air; and red head with Aries symbol for Fire. He is the life
energy, Pan. He has in himself a heavenly fire, often more than not visible to
man (right hand up) and an earthly fire to which most people are completely
subject to (torch in right hand).

0. 16. The Tower
  Lightning from the Higher Self strikes the lower-self-constructed tower. It is time

to  break  down  the  old  and  liberate  the  energies.  The  waves  symbolize  the
emotional upheaval that often accompanies this trauma.

0. 17. The Star
  Is she not beautiful? It is your pure soul holding the divine essence.

0. 18. The Moon
  The Moon is the end of the cycle of evolution (the circle) on this planet. The

towers are the entrance into the Divine World.

0. 19. The Sun
  The crowned sun is  an alchemical  symbol  for  those people  who has  attained

enlightenment. The have become a sun themselves.

0. 20. Judgment
  When one has become enlightened one has attained the union of Fire and Water.

0. 21. The World
 Liberated man leaves the Earth because  he has completed human evolution. Now
he is ready to pass through evolution in other places of the cosmos.


