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Introduction

     All images are taken from existing ancient Egyptian art, although in some
cards  I  made  composites.  The  gods  are  blue  in  skin  color  as  they  were
traditionally represented as such. Blue is the color of the sky, and therefore their
blue skin color indicated that they were spiritual beings. I have chosen  gods and
goddesses  who  correspond  with  the  essential  meaning  of  the  cards,  not
necessarily with the traditional visual images.
     An Egyptian god is a being which is born and eventually dies. He is finite,
imperfect.  Our  term  god  does  not  have  the  same  meaning  as  the  original
Egyptian term “Neter”. Neter means “strength” and “eternal existence”, and the
“power  to  renew life  indefinitely”.  A  Neter  is  a  being  that  has  the  power  to
generate life and maintain it. But most importantly they represent powers within
man himself, material and spiritual powers that create who we are, maintain our
life, and are capable of transforming us into our divine essence.

0. Tep a

     “Tep a” means “in the beginning”. The Utchat eye in the middle of the card is a
symbol of Ra, the Rising Sun. He is the Light rising from the primal waters, which
are represented by the serpent  biting in  its  own tail.  This  serpent,  otherwise
known as Ouroboros, forms a circle and thus also the number zero. Inside the
serpent is the young god Harpocrates, depicted with his typical lock of hair on his
otherwise bald head. The two lions in this representation, are called ‘yesterday’
and  ‘tomorrow’.  “Yesterday  is  Osiris,  tomorrow  is  Ra”.  Everything  happens  in
cycles. Osiris dies, Ra is born. Harpocrates, depicted as a baby, is another form
Ra in the aspect of being reborn, and starting another cycle.

1. Horus

     Horus, or Heru, is the hawk god. He is the spirit and personification of the sky
or heaven. He is called “he who is above”, “That which is above”. The form of
Horus  as  depicted here is  Horus the Elder,  or  Heru Ur.  He usually  wears the
crowns of the South and the North united,  because in him the opposites are
united. But here he carries the sun disk on his head, which is also a symbol of
unity, and a reference to the Light. Sometimes he is called “Lord of the Utchati”.



The Utchati are the Two Eyes, that is, the Two Lights, the Sun and the Moon. As
the eye is the light of the soul, the Utchati or the Sun and Moon are the dual
energies within man in every aspect.

2. Nut

   Nut is the personification of the day and night sky, the region where the stars
dwell, in other words, outer space. As spouse of Nu, she is the great watery abyss
out of which all things arose. Nut is symbolized by three vessels of water. Both
the vessels and the water point to her feminine qualities. Nut was often painted
on the inside of the lid of a sarcophagus (as you can see on this card) stretched
over and protecting the deceased as a child, and giving birth into the hereafter.

3. Het-hert

   Het-hert means “House above”. She is the goddess of the sky or heaven, that is
the atmosphere above us. She is a form of the goddess Hathor. Hathor appears in
the form of a cow when she walks from the funeral mountain, the underworld.
That is why she is also called the Lady of the Holy Land (=the underworld). The
cow is a symbol of fertility, and the fertile earth. Another form of her name is Het-
Heru,  the House of  Horus.  Then she is  the House in which Horus,  the Light,
dwells. The house is of course the body of man and the Light his divine essence.

4. Osiris

     The oldest and simplest form of the name of Osiris is As-ar or Us-ar, and was
written with the hieroglyphs of a throne upon an eye. Osiris sees all, knows all.
He is the god of kingship, which he inherited from his father Geb, or Seb (the god
of the earth). The oldest symbol associated with Osiris is the Tet or Djed (to the
right in the card). The tet is a symbol of his spine. Osiris is always the symbol of
man, who will, like Osiris, undergo transformations. These transformation happen
through the spine and are similar to the kundalini experiences of the yogis. The
four  horizontal  beams  on  the  tet  are  the  four  cardinal  points,  or  the  four
elements.

5. Khnemu

    Here Khnemu has the form of a ram-headed man. His name can be associated
with “to join”, “to unite”, “to build”. He was the “builder” of the gods and also
formed man on his potter’s wheel. He still  continues to build their bodies and
maintain their life. It is not a single act in the past, but he constantly creates and
maintains man the way he is. In the card, the two figures on the potter’s wheel
are the Khet, the inert physical human body, and the Ka, the divine breath, his
vitality, the magnetic life force. Khnemu is also the god of the Nile. The Nile is the



symbol for the flowing astral or etheric flow of energy that is present everywhere,
and that builds and maintains all life forms.

6. Hathor

     Hathor, in her flower dress, gives the breath of life (the ankh) to the king.
Hathor is the goddess of joy and love. The Greek identified her with the goddess
Aphrodite and the Romans with Venus. She also represents not only what is true,
but also what is  good, and all  that is  good in a woman as wife,  mother and
daughter. She is the goddess of all singers, dancers and everything that creates
pleasure, joy, happiness and art.

7. Pharaoh hunting

     A hunting pharaoh scene can depict an actual hunting experience, but more
often is a symbolic representation of man hunting his own ever fleeing thoughts.
One of the first things a student in the mysteries has to do is to get control over
his thoughts.

8. Maäth

    The word ‘maäth’ means ‘that what is straight’. It corresponds to the Greek
word ‘kanon’ which was any straight rod used to keep things straight, or a ruler
with  the masons,  and also  a  rule  or  law by which the  life  of  man was kept
straight.  With  the  Egyptians  maäth  meant  right,  true,  real,  genuine,  upright,
righteous, just, and so on. As goddess Maäth is the personification of physical and
moral law, order and thruth.
     Maäth is called “the Daughter of Ra”, and regulates the path of the sun god.
She is also the Lady of the Judgment Hall. As personification of justice she awards
every man his due.
     The feather on her head is the symbol of the breath of life, because Maäth is
associated with Ra, the Sun god, the life-giver.
     The hieroglyph (underneath her in the card) has the phonetic value of maäth,
and is the symbol for the measure of a cubit.

9. Ptah

     His name means “the Opener”. Ptah is the opener of the day, that is he is the
opener of the inner light in man. Ptah is the symbol of man when he becomes
conscious of his inner divine essence, of his inner light.
     Ptah is the great metal artist. He is smelter, caster, sculptor, designer and



architect  of  all  that  exists  in  the  world.  Metals  are  the  contents  of  the  soul.
Working with metals is working on yourself.
    In  the  card,  Ptah  is  depicted  in  his  mummified  form,  symbolizing  the
introspective action of the disciple. The body is mummified, that is, attention is
withdrawn from the physical body and directed inwards.

10. Khepera

     Khepera is a form of Ra in its aspect of restorer or renewer of life. He travels

on the Boat of Millions of Years  . It is the boat with which the souls of the
blessed make their way after death. With this boat they pass all the dangers of
the Underworld. As the sun goes up and under every day, so the cycle of Khepera
is represented by sailing into the mouth of Nut (goddess of the starry sky) in the
evening and sailing out of her vagina in the morning.

11. Sekhmet

     Sekhmet is the female counterpart of Ptah. Usually she has a lioness’ head
with solar disk on top. The solar disk is encircled with the uraeus serpent. The
name sekmet seems to come from the root sekhmen what means “to be strong,
mighty,  violent”.  Sekhmet  is  the  personification  of  the  fierce,  scorching  and
destroying heat of the sun’s rays. 
     One of her other names is Nesert, which means Flame, a destroying, but also
transforming element. One might look at her as a destroying force, but that is
wrong as she is also a power which protects the good and annihilates the wicked.
It is a question of how her power is being used. Sekmet could bring diseases but
also cures. The Priests of Sekhmet were the doctors of that time, the ones in
charge of the medicines.
     Spiritually, Sekhmet is the enormous power within man, the Kundalini. That is
why she is holding a serpent.

12. Anubis

     The enbalmed king is being embraced by the god Anubis and he is being
flooded with the fluid of life by a priest-priestess with leopard hide.
     Anubis has the head of a jackal or dog, and is the god who leads the souls of
the deceased into the Underworld, where he checks the results of weighing the
soul. Because of his function in the underworld he is black of color. But his face
can also  be gold  of  color  when he is  associated  with  the  day.  Anubis  is  the
messenger between the two worlds, the world of the living and the world of the
dead, or between day and night, or between life and death, or between the outer
world and the inner world.
     The black and gold colors refers to the alchemical transformation process,
black being the initial stage of the process and gold the end result. Anubis is the



part in man that repeatedly goes into the inner world to guide and weigh the soul
on its process of transformation.

13. Osiris

     Osiris has died and has been embalmed and mummified. It was custom to sow
wheat berries on the mummified corpse which, after being wetted, would grow
when the body was entombed. It signified new life rising up from death. In the
image  here  the  mummified  Osiris  has  a  phallus  emphasizing  the  power  of
resurrection. Osiris is man himself, or inner man, who has the power to conquer
death and make himself incorruptible and immortal. Death is just a phase, and
thus Osiris will resurrect himself. When he is reborn he is called “Young Water’.
     Osiris is his mummified form has a green skin color; green being the color of
regeneration.

14. Hathor

     Hathor is standing in a sycamore tree, pouring out the water of Life over the
deceased. One of her names is “Lady of the Sycamore”. This tree is known as the
Living Body of Hathor on earth. Eating its fruit is eating the flesh and fluid of the
goddess.  As  tree-goddess  Hathor  gives  the  food  of  eternity,  immortality  and
everlasting life. In this aspect Hathor is the omnipresent life force that vivifies all
bodies. The initiated first must pass the death of the body before he can eat the
fruit of life of Hathor. Equilibrium and temperance is important when absorbing
this powerful energy.

15. Set

     Set has to be understood in his original form, and not in his later identification
with the serpent Typhon. Set is closely associated with Horus, and he always
appears in the character of a god who is a friend and helper of the dead. When
Osiris experienced some difficulty in mounting the ladder to heaven (that is man
making progress in his spiritual experiences), he was helped by Heru-ur (Horus
the Elder) and Set, who are twin gods. But there was also opposition and hostility
between Heru-ur and Set.  The destruction of  one god by the other was only
prevented by Thoth in his capacity as regulator of the dynamic conflict between
those two gods. Heru-ur and Set were thought to be always in opposition. Heru-
ur is the god of the sky by day, Set the god of the sky by night. Heru-ur is the
god  of  the  North,  Set  of  the  South.  So,  in  fact  they  are  not  enemies,  but
opposites;  they  complement  each other.  Set  is  the  god  of  the  South  but  his
kingdom  is  in  the  northern  sky  (like  the  yin-yang  symbol,  he  contains  the
opposite  within  himself).  His  seat is  in  the constellation of  the Great  Wagon.
Although  the  Nord  is  generally  the  place  of  darkness,  cold  and  death,  it  is



traditionally the place of great mystical initiations.
    Set has the head of an unknown animal. All animals of the desert and of the
waters are children of Set, especially animals and humans with red hair.
     In the spiritual sense, Set represents the body, animal passion and desires,
and its twin brother Heru-ur is then the spiritual counterpart of man, his divine or
spiritual body. 

16. Osiris’ body dispersed

     Osiris is man in his spiritual initiation. The story of Isis and Osiris tells us that
man has to give up his attachment to his physical body in order to liberate his
spiritual self.
     In the story Set made king Osiris lie down in a coffer, which Set immediately
closed, and thus threw Osiris, locked up in the coffer, into the Nile (the Nile is the
astral life force, the astral world). Like the tower in the tarot, the coffer is the
prison of the spirit.  The coffer was carried to the sea and stranded at Byblos
where Isis found it. She brought the coffer back to Egypt, and hid it in the watery
delta. Anubis, the god of the dead, made the corpse ready for burial, but Isis
used her magic on Osiris’ body: “she made air with her feathers, she created air
with her wings, and she uttered the death wail for her brother. She raised up the
inactive members of him whose heart was still, she drew from him his essence,
she made a heir…: Thus she became pregnant and gave birth to Horus. Then Set
found the coffer and tore Osiris’ body into fourteen pieces, which he scattered all
over the land. When Isis heard of it, she retrieved the pieces. Every time she
found one, she built  a tomb over it.  But the phallus of Osiris, which Set had
thrown into  the  Nile,  was  swallowed  by  the  Oxyrhynchus  fish.  Therefore  she
couldn’t find it. 
     There are many levels of interpretation in this story, and one should read the
full story in order to get more understanding.

17. Sothis

     Sothis is the star Sirius. Sothis rose heliacally on the first day of the Egyptian
New Year. It was connected with the rise of the Nile which by its flood would
made the river banks fertile. Thus Sothis is called “the great provider”. Sothis is
also a form if Isis, and is called the House of Isis.

18. Neith

     Neith is the Lady of the West. The West is the area where the sun sets, and is
thus  associated  with  the  Underworld.  She  holds  a  bow  and  two  arrows.  As
goddess of the hunt, she corresponds with the Greek goddess Artemis. Her bow is
indicative of  the moon,  and the two arrows its  twofold aspect of  waxing and



waning.
     The Egyptian considered Neith the being par excellence, that is the being
which is eternal and infinite, which is the creative and ruling power of heaven,
earth and the underworld, and everything in it. She was self-created and contains
both masculine and feminine energies within her.
      Her name is connected to the root “netet”, what means “to knit”, “to weave”.
The sign upon her head is similar to that of a shuttle.

19. Aton

Aton, the one God, being everywhere, gives light and heat to the sun and life to
the human beings and the animals. Aton was the source of all energy, the primal
power  behind  all  things,  a  formless  essence,  an  intelligence  permeating  the
universe. In the card the king is receiving the life energy from Aton. The rays of
the sun end in giving hands.

20. Djed

     The Ded represents Osiris' backbone or spine. The Djed pillar is considered
necessary for transformation from human flesh to spirit. The Djed is the symbol
of human, planetary, and cosmic stability, continuity, and regeneration. As the
cosmic axis, it was the column of light that linked earth to the pole star-the still
point, or stable point of reference, around which the heavens revolved. 
     As the spine of Osiris or the initiate, the djed is the channel through which the
kundalini is raised, transforming ordinary man into a totally liberated being.

21. Heru-pa-khart

     Heru-pa-khart is a form of reborn Horus, or Horus the child (Harpocrates by
the  Greek).  Thus  Heru-pa-khart  is  depicted  as  a  child  with  one  lock  of  hair,
symbol of his youth, and sitting on a lotus. The lotus is also a symbol of rebirth.
Osiris (the old personality) has died and has been transformed into Heru-pa-khart
(the reborn spirit). Thus Heru-pa-khart is the personification of eternal youth. He
is ever silent, a reference to the attainment of the ultimate state of consciousness
within oneself.


