
The Brain-Heart Tarot
by Dirk Gillabel

Introduction

     I started the Brain-Heart Tarot  with a scientific approach. I
saw  several  relationships  between  science,  numbers,  and  the
archetypes of the major arcana, but when I reached card nine the
energies in me totally reversed to an inspirational approach. Thus
the first ten cards (0 to 9) are intellectual, from the brain, and
the  following  ten  cards  (10 to  19)  are  inspirational,  from the
heart,  hence  the name Brain-Heart  Tarot.  It  formed a  perfect
polarity between these two opposite but complementary poles.
     In  the  first  nine  cards  there  are  two main  themes:  the
scientific  explaining  the   forces  of  nature,  and  the  biological
following  the  genesis  of  a  human  being  with  mathematical
expressions.

0. The Fool 

     The Divine center is Emptiness, but from here everything in
the universe is born according to mathematical formulas.

     Science knows four fundamental forces in nature. These can
be connected to the first four cards of the major arcana.

1. The Magician

     This card corresponds to the strong (nuclear) force, as it is
very active and male force. We also find it in the sun and in the



hydrogen bomb. The strong force is in fact an extension of the
color force (of quantum physics) which keeps quarks together in
protons, neutrons and other particles. The color force is born of
the force particle called the ‘gluon’.
    The mathematical  expression 1/1+1/1+1…(which continues
infinitely), is shown on the card, it results in the golden section
(see 5th card).
    At the right is a human spermatozoon (as the Magician is
male),  this  being  the  beginning  of  the  first  biological
development of man as we proceed through the first nine cards. 

2. The High Priestess

     Here is the weak force, it is responsible for many interactions
in which particles are transmuted into other particles. It causes
diversity in the universe.
     The force particle of the weak force is called a ‘boson’ (W).
     At the top of the picture is a cerebrum, divided into two parts.
The brain has two hemispheres, which are a reflection the duality
in which we live.
     Left, at the bottom of the card, are the two symbols of the
binary system used in computers, they also are symbolic of the
nature of duality and the male-female poles.
     At the right is the human ovum, or unfertilized egg cell, as
the High Priestess is feminine and virgin.

3. The Empress

     The electro-magnetic force is the link between the positive
and the negative.   Atoms are formed because the em-force is
responsible for the attraction between the positive nucleus and
the negative electron(s). It is also responsible for bringing atoms
themselves  together,  as  the  well-known example  of  table  salt
(Na+ and Cl-). 



     The force particle of the em-force is the ‘photon’, or light
particle.
     In the center of the card, a representation of the earth’s
magnetosphere is shown. Magnetospheres happen not only with
magnets, but also with planets, suns, and even galaxies.
     At the bottom of the card, the sperm is attracted by the egg
cell. The Empress represents fertilization and maternity.

4. The Emperor

     Gravity is the long range force which holds together solar
systems,  galaxies  and  universes.  It  brings  matter  together  in
ever increasing masses which eventually results in a black hole.
     The force particle of gravitation is the ‘graviton’ (g).
     At the bottom right of the card is a drawing of a descending
elevator  in  free  space  with  uniform  acceleration.  Einstein  put
forward the idea that gravity is equivalent to acceleration. Inside
the elevator there is absolutely no way of distinguishing between
uniformly accelerated motion and a constant gravitational field.
     At the bottom of the card is the sperm cell melting with the
egg  cell,  both  becoming  one  new  cell,  containing  44
chromosomes,  plus the xx or xy chromosome determining the
sex of the individual. Four always indicates a new unity, as the
four elements come out of and dissolve again in unity.

5. The High Priest

     With number 5 the act of creation takes place, causing the
Golden Section (Greek symbol of Phi F), which is 0.6180339887…
The circle,  or  new unity  from card 4,  has  been split  into  two
unequal parts.
     In nature the golden section is omnipresent. It can also be
found in the progression of Fiabonacci (1, 1, 2, 3, 5, 8, 12, 21,
…)  in  which  each  number  is  the  sum  of  the  previous  two



numbers.  Division  of  a  number  in  the  progression  by  the
following  number  gives  the  golden  number  in  increasing
accuracy. In nature these numbers are beautifully revealed in the
spirals  of  the  seeds  of  a  sunflower  and  daisies,  and  in  the
logarithmic spiral of a nautilus shell, as shown in the center of
the card.
     In the mathematical realm there are only five possible conic
sections; the circle, the ellipse, the parabola, the hyperbola, and
the triangle. Look at the cone as a form of unity and the conic
section  as  the  split  or  section  that  took  place  when  creation
happened.
     At the bottom of the card is the messenger-RNA. After the
formation  of  the  first  cell,  other  cells  have  to  be  built  in
accordance to the information contained in the DNA. Messenger-
RNA transmits this information. It has a clear relationship to the
transmission of knowledge by the High Priest.

6. The Lovers

     The human body is now growing inside the womb. There is a
relationship  with  the  Paradise-experience  of  mankind.  Both
experiences  happen inside a sheltered area,  where man takes
part in a blissful experience, and where he slowly matures until
he gets expelled. It is also remarkable that the umbilical cord and
its  veins  have the form of  a tree,  like  we have a tree in  the
center of Paradise.
     The number six can be found in nature in the carbon ring of
organic matter. The hexagonal carbon ring is the structural basis
of all organic life.
     The hexagon appears in the honeycomb and ice crystals,
shown on the card.
     In quantum physics it appears in the so-called meson-octet
and baryon-octet.



     The symbolism of the number six appears in the cube which
has six sides. Therefore it is a symbol of ‘space-time’, not in the
physical sense, but in the astral worlds.
     In the biological evolution, the sixth card is pregnancy in the
womb of the mother.

7. The Chariot

     Seven denotes the differentiation in the process of man’s
descent into the physical world.
     There  are  seven  endocrine  glands  in  the  human  body,
corresponding to the seven major chakras. A prism reflects light
into seven colors. There are seven crystal systems.
     The pyramid on the card indicates a relationship between the
numbers three and four, making seven in total. The square at the
base is four, the triangular sides three.
     At the right of the card are the powers of the number seven in
mathematics.  The  sum  of  the  ciphers  of  the  powers  are
successively 1, 4 and 7. One is the divine unity from which the
four pillars of the universe emerge, after which the seven laws
were executed.
     The sum of all numbers from 1 up to and including 7 is 28. 28
= 1 X 4 X 7.
     When pregnancy (card 6) comes to an end, as the child
leaves the womb he passes through the birth canal (shown on
card 7), similar to the expulsion from Paradise. 

8. Justice

     Eight is the number of the physical world and of birth, of
being the physical world. Here man learns about life and death.
     In six we had a ‘time-space’ continuum in the astral sense.
Now, with eight, we have a time-space continuum in the physical
world. The numbers six and eight are closely related, and refer to
inseparable opposites and their mutual equilibrium. The sum of
all numbers from 1 up to and including 8 is 36, and 36 = 6 X 6.



     The DNA-helix, the bearer of hereditary characteristics (in the
physical  world)  in  each  cell,  consists  of  two  strings  twisted
around each  other  and connected  to  each  other  by  means  of
triplets of three base pairs. Because in DNA there are four kinds
of  bases,  there  are  4³  =  64  possible  combinations  or  code-
values. 64 is also 8².
     The basis of the I Ching, the Book of Change, has 8 trigrams
(a trigram has 3 horizontal lines). These trigrams are combined
in pairs to form heaxgrams (6 lines), by which 64 combinations
are  possible.  In  our  card,  the  eight  trigrams  are  arranged
according to the directions of the winds.
     The game of chess has 8 X 8 = 64 fields, which are divided
into black and white squares. Six kinds of pieces are used. Each
player has 16 (8 X 2) pieces.
    In music a whole note is divided into 2, 4, 8, 16, 32 and 64.
      In the middle of the card is an example of the creation of
physical  matter.  An  antiproton  enters  below,  colliding  with  a
proton, and creating a positive pion (going to the left), a negative
pion (going to the right) and two photons, each of them creating
an  electron-positron  couple  (positrons  go  to  the  right  and
electrons to the left).
     At the left is a font, symbol of the new-born life. Fonts and
baptisera were always built in octagonal shape.
     The number eight always indicates a new period. In music the
eighth note is the rising of the first one. Eight also is related to
repetition, a continuous renewal.

9. The Hermit

     In the lower right corner of the card is the enneagram formed
by a circle divided into nine equal parts and connecting the points
in  an  order  that  is  given  by  the  fraction  1/7.  1/7  =
0.142857142857…, by which 142857 is the repetitive part. What
remains  is  a  triangle  consisting  of  the  numbers  3,  6  and  9.



Gurdjieff, who came up with the enneagram, states that it is a
universal symbol, and all symbols can be expressed in it.
     At the end of his biological evolution (through the cards),
after  being  born  in  the  physical  worlds,  man  now  moves
restlessly over the earth in search for what he has ‘lost’. An inner
stimulus drives him to seek. 
     Nine is an age old number indicating fullness. We often find it
as the full expression of the divinity. Nine expresses the totality
of  all  the  worlds,  spiritual  and  material.  In  the  Scandinavian
Edda,  there  are  nine worlds  in  total;  in  the Eastern  Rig  Veda
there are nine areas of the World; in China there are nine areas
of Heaven. 
     A cat is said to have nine lives.
     Zeus has nine daughters, they accompany Apollo, the central
light.
     Demeter searched nine days and nights to find her daughter
Kore who had been kidnapped by Hades.
     Odin hung nine nights at the world tree, the Yggdrasil, that
gave him the wisdom of the magic runes.
     Pregnancy of man takes nine moon cycles.
     Man now has become an individual,  a full-grown man or
woman,  the  total  expression  of  what  he  can  be,  here  in  the
physical world.

10. The Wheel of Fortune

     The goddess of fate, spinning life, measuring the length of
life, and finally cutting life.

11. Strength

     Strength comes from the heart.



12. The Hanged Man

     Odin/Wodan hanging from the world tree Yggdrasil, learning
the wisdom of the runes. The cut in his side with three drops of
blood  refers to Christ.

13. Death

     The rose was often a symbol of  death because it is so fragile,
just as life is.

14. Temperance

     Temperance  is  the  equilibrium  of  the  higher  and  lower
energies in man.

15. The Devil

     The fiery and wild bodily energy in man.

16. The Lightning Struck Tower

     When  a  thunderstorm came,  people  said  that  Thor  was
throwing his hammer, named Mjolnir, causing the lightning bolts.

17. The Star

     The Lady with the Star as she appeared to me in a spiritual
experience.



18. The Moon

     Am I dreaming I am awake, or am I awake dreaming?

19-20-21. The Sun - Judgment - The World

     Apollo as a symbol for what man was, is and always will be: a
light being.


