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    In this deck most of the images are based upon paintings of black and white
etchings and drawings from old alchemical manuscripts. To make the deck more
attractive,  all  the images have been painted.  The original  art  for  the deck is
painted on glazed earthenware tiles about 7” by 3 “. 
   The tarot major arcana images are representations of archetypes present in
mankind, in every individual. Alchemy is a spiritual process of working on oneself
to obtain the ultimate goal in life: liberation. The process itself is called the Great
Work. For interpretations of the alchemical symbols I refer you to the alchemical
manuscripts and books, because they have many levels of understanding, and its
understanding requires a different approach from what is taught in schools.  

1. The Magician
This is the god Mercury as symbol of Mercury, the chemical substance and the

philosophical component in the Great Work. Mercury is the Spirit, the prima
materia, the primitive stone. In alchemy he is the highest god, but can also be
the devil.  He can represent certain stages of the Work,  but then again he
comprises them all. He has a dual nature and many functions. In his aspect of
quicksilver or water, he represents volatility or fluidity, and is called the water
of life. He can also be the invisible and hidden fire. He is also an aerial spirit.
As air or wind he penetrates and fills everything in nature.

2. The High Priestess
This  image  is  taken  from an  seven  foot  white  marble  statue  in  a  church  in

Brussels. Alchemy was flourishing in Brussels in past centuries, and a lot of its
symbolism can still be found in its churches, cathedral and other buildings. She
hold a chalice and a flame. The chalice is the symbol of the body which is
regarded as a container holding the flame, the fire of Spirit. The chalice is a
female symbol, the fire a male symbol. As Mary carried Christ in her body, we,
as human beings carry the divine Spirit in our bodies. At her foot a child is
holding an open book, a reference to the teachings of alchemy.

3. The Empress
 Sophia, originally the goddess of wisdom with the Gnostics, was adopted by the

alchemists to represent the wisdom necessary to accomplish the Great Work.
Sophia was the lowest in rank among the Aeons, the original uncreated divine
beings. In humans she reflects the human wisdom igniting into desire to know
the Divine.

4. The Emperor
This is the Emperor and his seven sons. The seven sons correspond with the



seven planets and metals representing stages in the Great Work. The Emperor
is of course the individual who will go throughthe transformation process. One
could  also  look  at  the  seven  sons,  planets  or  metals  as  being  the  seven
chakras  through  which  the  Kundalini  rises  bringing  transformation  to  the
individual.

5. The High Priest
A bishop is uniting Sol and Luna, spirit and soul. The bishop is spiritual awareness

and the channeling of spiritual energies to start the process of unification of
soul and spirit.

6. The Lovers
Male and Female united in a bath, undergoing their  transformation. It  is  also

called Coniunctio. The union of male and female is the union of spiritual and
physical energies, the union of opposites. Coniunctio needs a medium and this
is water, or quick silver, or Mercury. Mercury is not only the mediator but he is
also that which needs to be unified. He is the essence of the two opposites to
be unified.

7. The Chariot
This image is from the front page of the manuscript The Chariot of Antimony. The

Chariot is the body of the individual; the figures are the gods and goddesses
representing the planets and metals.

8. Justice
Measure and weight are philosophical aspects in the Great Work. They are used to

apply the right amount of energy. 
9. The Hermit

Another statue in the same church in Brussels. It is a statue of Saint Rochus. He
was the saint of pilgrims. People would go on pilgrimage (often dictated by the
church  as  a  means  to  dissolve  their  sins)  through  Europe.  They  followed
particular routes. On these routes you still can find a lot of shell symbols on
buildings where the pilgrims stayed overnight or in churches they would visit.
The name Rochus refers to the Stone, the alchemical substance to work with,
which is of course the Hermit himself.

10. The Wheel of Fortune
The entire alchemical process is about dissolution and fixation (solve et coagula),

distillation and precipitation, again and again until the impure stone has turned
into the pure Stone, or until lead has turned into gold.

11. Strength
In alchemy the lion was used as a symbol of the lower passions and desires which

need to be controlled, tamed, and purified at the very beginning of the Great
Work. If this is not done, they will spoil any effort in the alchemical process. 



12. The Hanged Man
This image is taken from a bas-relief in another church in Brussels. It represents

the  story  of  Saint  Barbara,  a  highly  alchemical  story  if  you  know  the
symbology. Saint Barbara was beheaded. Beheading is a term often used in
alchemical manuscripts to indicate the process of Separation. In Separation
consciousness is separated from the outer world and enters the inner world,
the darkness of the soul, or Nigredo.

13. Death
The  black  crow  is  the  symbol  of  the  first  stage  of  Nigredo  (Blackness)  or

Putrefaction, out of which grape vines grow, symbol of spiritual growth and
fruit. Nigredo means putrefaction, decomposition of the body initiated by the
Spirit. The body is being reduced to its prima materia out of which it has its
existence. This process is also referred to as cooking. The black earth is put in
a hermetically sealed container, warmed up and distilled. Nigredo is coming in
contact with all your negative issues like fears, frustrations, complexes and so
on; and working them out.

14. Temperance
Between Sol and Luna a tempered stream of energy needs to flow. It relates to

the  distillation  process  whereby  the  fluid  on  the  bottom  of  the  container
evaporates to the top and condenses again. So is it with the alchemist. He
sublimates his energies but he needs to condense them again into the body.
Otherwise he could loose touch with reality, and the body is neglected. One
always needs to keep a balance between physical and spiritual energies.

15. The Devil
This is a famous etching from Eliphas Levi. The Devil is built up from the four

elements; Fire on his head, Air of the wings, Water is his body and Earth his
animal feet. He also teaches solve et coagula. He is a symbol for the animal
nature or life force in man that needs to be transformed.

16. The Tower
An image taken from “La Tres Sainte Trinisophie”, a highly allegorical manuscript

believed to be the only book written (or at least known) by the Count of Saint
Germain. It depicts the legend of Perseus and Andromeda. Andromeda is the
soul chained to the body or to the physical world. Perseus is the Spirit who
liberates the Soul.

17. The Star
From a manuscript called Aurora, depicting the goddess Aurora, or the Morning

Star. Aurora is the Roman goddess of dawn. Her brother is Helios, the Sun. The
word aurora was transformed by the alchemists to aurea hora, meaning “the
hour of gold”. All of these were symbols for the second stage in the Great
Work, Albedo or Whiteness. Out of the darkness (the first stage of Nigredo)
appears the white light, the inner light. He is discovering his inner essence, his



inner purity.

18. The Moon
The moon in Latin is Luna. The alchemists split up the letters making two words

of it, LUx NAturae, the light of nature. Luna was the term for the omnipresent
light in nature. The moon in alchemy is called the universal receptacle. It is the
uterus that conceives and harbors. The moon, as female entity, contains the
Sun. It has the same symbolism as the High Priestess and Mother Mary, both
of whom are seated on a crescent moon.

19. The Sun
Sol is the symbol for the Spirit, the divine essence in man.

20. Judgment
Another image taken from “La Tres Sainte Trinisophie”, the crown of the Great

Work when man arises from his tomb, liberated in spirit, soul and body. This is
a  typical  alchemical  image  indicating  liberation  from  all  the  bonds  to  the
physical. Resurrected, one is no longer chained to the physical body or the
physical world, symbolized by the tomb.

21. The World
The androgyne, liberated, and holding the three stages of the Great Work in his-

her hand. In the upper right corner: the triangle within the circle within the
square, often used by the Rosicrucians and in alchemical texts. The Rosarium
Philosophorum says “Make a circle out of a man and woman, derive from it a
square, and from a square a triangle: make a circle, and you will have the
philosopher’s  stone”.  The triangle  denotes  the  unity  of  the  body,  soul  and
spirit. The quadrangle denotes the synthesis of the four elements, just as the
circle signifies the stone’s transformation into permanent redness (Rubedo, the
third phase of the Great Work). “By this action woman turns into man and they
become a unity in which there is rest and eternal peace.”

22. The Wise Man
The alchemist has succeeded in making the life elixir. The life elixir can only be
obtained by long and hard work, with a strong will and a relentless purification of
the body’s tendencies, impulses, emotions, feelings, thoughts. All this needs to be
sublimated to a higher level until perfection has been achieved. Once the elixir of
life has been obtained one becomes a new man. Drinking from the water of life
the Heavenly King is born.


